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Community Tourism Potential for Sustainable Development :

A Case of Cultural Tourist Attraction in Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province.
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the context of community tourism, specifically cultural tourism destinations
in Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province; to examine and analyze the potential of community tourism through a
learning process for sustainable development; based on the philosophy of sufficiency economy. The goal is to
propose and evaluate a model for community tourism management through a learning process for sustainable
development based on the philosophy of sufficiency economy. The study sample consisted of six groups of
local people living in Pai District. The data was collected from 556 individuals, including business operators or
enterprises related to community tourism, community leaders, representatives from civil society organizations,
Thai and foreign tourists, and representatives from agencies involved in tourism management in the area. The
data was gathered through participatory processes, including review of relevant research documents, interviews,
questionnaires, and focus group discussions. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics,
including frequency distribution, percentages, means, and standard deviations. Qualitative data were analyzed
using content analysis.

The study results can be summarized as follows: (1) The study area has the potential to develop into
a community tourism destination through a learning process for sustainable development. This is because Pai
District has cultural tourism resources, especially cultural diversity and uniqueness, the distinctiveness of ethnic
group identity, the completeness of historical sites and local wisdom, the potential of the community to manage
tourism, attractiveness, accessibility and relatively complete facilities. In addition, it was found that the
community has potential in learning processes and adaptation, and management based on the philosophy of

sufficiency economy.
Keywords: Cultural Capital, Community Tourism, Learning Process, Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy
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